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Welcome to St. Paul Parish School of Religion.  Our staff is under the leadership of our pastor, Father Joe Post and  Lori Wortmann, PSR Coordinator.
St. Paul Parish School of Religion is fortunate in having a competent and dedicated teaching staff.  Additionally, we have office staff and teacher’s aides as needed.  Volunteers add to the richness and fullness of our program.
Our PSR program begins in late August and continues through the end of April.  Classes are held on Wednesday evenings in the Saint Paul School from 6:30 pm until 7:45 pm.
We hope your year will be a successful one for your children and that they will grow spiritually and enjoy the sessions.  Let us pray that God will bless us as together we work to achieve this goal.

“So that all may know the saving power of God through the Gospel of Jesus Christ alive in his Church!”
St. Paul/St. Joseph                  Parish School of Religion
1223 Church Road
St. Paul, Missouri 63366
PSR@st-paulchurch.org
636-978-1900, ext 301
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[bookmark: _heading=h.p0evuubbjyoi]Statement of Philosophy
To teach as Jesus did is the goal and task of the administration and the teaching staff of the St. Paul Parish School of Religion.  The church teaches that parents are the primary educators of the Catholic faith.  Religious education begins and continues in the home environment.  The Parish School of Religion teachers are here to assist parents in teaching their children about the faith.
Working with the parents, we hope that the students will grow daily in the love and knowledge of God, their home, community, and the world.
Through the shared responsibility of parents and teachers, we will strive to enable our students to:
· live a life of loving relationship with God.
· actively receive and participate in the Sacraments.
· be formed as well as informed in the Catholic faith.
· witness Catholic values in the world about them.
· develop self-respect and respect for others.
· continue their pursuit of knowledge of the Catholic faith.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gj7b1x7y16ev]Parent Witness Statement
It is with full awareness of my responsibility as a Catholic parent that I enroll my children in the Saint Paul Parish School of Religion.  I accept the responsibility of being the primary and main religious educator for my children.
I also understand that the values, doctrine, and precepts of the Catholic Church must be modeled and practiced by me for them to take root in the hearts of my children.  
Aware of my call from God and the responsibility that is mine, I agree to be the first teacher for my children.  This means I must:
1. Participate consistently and actively in Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation and in the Sacraments;
2. Speak to my children often at home about God and the things of faith;
3. Participate and cooperate with the Saint Paul Parish School of Religion in the religious education of my children, especially in their sacramental preparation;
4. Support the moral teaching of the Church
5. Do my share in financially supporting the Parish of Saint Paul, or my home parish.


[bookmark: _heading=h.2xqhj1jrino4]Policies for the St. Paul Parish School of Religion
[bookmark: _heading=h.s8ogn96r2u3p]Absence
The study of one’s religion is of utmost importance, and parents have the responsibility of convincing their children of this and seeing that the children regularly attend the weekly PSR classes.  To report an absence, please email PSR@st-paulchurch.org or call Lori Wortmann at 636-978-1900, ext 301.
It is important that a child miss class only for a serious reason.  Upon his/her return, the teacher should be asked for make-up work.
The school reserves the right to deny promotion to any student with excessive absences, especially unexcused absences.
[bookmark: _heading=h.eymdjgrq48xh]Tardiness
Classes begin promptly at 6:30 pm.  Parents should bring their children to school no later than 6:25 pm.  Should a student be late, parents should call the PSR attendance line to report his/her absence, and the student himself/herself should go immediately to the office to report his/her tardiness.  To report tardiness by phone, please call Lori Wortmann at 636-978-1900, ext 301.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pl7zymzd3s2]Drop-Off
Students should be dropped off at the front door of the school between 6:20 pm and 6:25 pm.  Students should report directly to their classroom.  Parents of K-4 students may accompany their children to the classroom.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9300713v8xk6]Pick-Up – NEW for 2025-2026
All parents should park in the new parking lot on the north side of the school building.  Teachers will walk their classes out to the parking lot to meet their parents.  We ask for everyone to please wait for all students to be loaded into their vehicles before you begin exiting the lot.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ycbp7trxb8ia]Inclement Weather
If PSR will be cancelled due to weather, families will be contacted directly via email.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.grjaybdjkars]Activities
As class time is so valuable and limited for the catechist, we strive to keep activities to a minimum.  Activities could include, but are not limited to, craft activities, holiday parties, and service experiences.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ydp2svxk3huw]Calendar
A tentative calendar for the following year is given to each family at the time of registration and a final calendar at the start of the school year.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.idbswwgaep9p]Books
Each family pays a book fee.  Books are consumable and become the property of the students at the end of the year.  It is the decision of the teacher as to whether student textbooks may be taken home at any time throughout the PSR year.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8ecw0efaxen8]Homework
When homework is assigned, it must be completed and returned on the following class night unless stated otherwise by the teacher.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gd7s826lsmpi]Discipline
In every classroom, there must exist a good teaching and learning environment.  The teacher has the right to teach without interruption and every child has the right to learn.
Minor disturbances are to be handled by the teacher in the classroom.  If a situation is serious enough to send a student to the office, the parents will be called immediately.  A parent conference will be held before the child is allowed to return.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jaelxw4zbbgk]Report Cards
Report cards are given three times during the PSR school year.  Scheduled dates are on the PSR calendar.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5odfsm6sbyuk]Field Trips
Because of limited instruction time, very few field trips are scheduled during the school year.  When a field trip is desired, it must be first approved by the administration before parents are contacted.  Parents must be notified at least two weeks in advance.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8y2io2p2cur2]Parent Meetings
Mandatory meetings are held for second grade parents prior to First Reconciliation and First Communion.  The First Reconciliation meeting is usually held in the fall, and the First Communion meeting is usually held in the spring.  
A mandatory meeting for at least one parent and the child’s sponsor is held for Confirmation candidates in eighth grade.


[bookmark: _heading=h.5bs7v8mr43n4]Registration
Students will receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion, or Confirmation, only after two consecutive years of satisfactory participation in a formal Catholic Religion program.  If a student is not a returning student in the St. Paul/St.Joseph PSR, proof of attendance at another Catholic Parish PSR or Day School will be required.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rsnnfxqtayn7]Staff
The PSR teachers and staff have accepted their ministry enthusiastically and are willing to work with the parents for better religious instruction of their children.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.rv6k0unj88g5]Contact Information
To report an absence or tardy, please send an email to PSR@st-paulchurch.org or call Lori Wortmann at 636-978-1900, ext 301.
To discuss any other questions about the PSR program, please contact:
Lori Wortmann
636-978-1900, ext 301
PSR@st-paulchurch.org	
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Weekend Masses
Reverend Monsignor John Hickel - ext 240 Saturday 5:30pm
Sunday 7:00am, 9:00am, 11:00am

Pastoral Team ; vl
Deacon Jim Litteken 636-262-3256 Daily Mass Weekdays 7:45am
Deacon Tom Dehler 636-379-0504 Holy Days please consult the bulletin

Deacon Marty Towey 636-294-2483 Eucharistic Adoration 24 hours daily in the Chapel
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